Thoracoscopic surgery is being increasingly performed in the field of general thoracic surgery. Most of the thoracic surgical procedures, including pulmonary resection [1] , esophagectomy [2] , and surgical treatment of other thoracic disorders [3] , that used to be performed by thoracotomy can now be performed by thoracoscopic surgery. Thoracoscopic surgery is still an evolving surgical technique, and its role in thoracic disorders is becoming increasingly important.
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However, it is also true that there is no rule for naming each type of specific modification of thoracoscopic procedures. Video-assisted thoracic surgery (VATS) lobectomy has been traditionally used as a term for lobectomy performed by thoracoscopy and video monitor guided surgery.
Further, the term 'VATS' has been used as a generic name and prefix for all other minimally invasive surgical procedures in general thoracic surgery. However, whether the term 'VATS' appropriately describes thoracoscopic surgery and will be an adequate and adaptable term for naming future developments of new surgical technology has not been questioned.
In the early era of minimally invasive surgery, the concept of video-assisted surgery was very new and was included as a main feature in the category of minimally invasive surgery. 
